
The Order of Service 
for 

Good Friday 
 

The Office 
of 

Tenebrae 
 

Silence 
 
Procession 
 
P:  Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the ages 

C:  to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
    (Hebrews 9:26b) 
 
P:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for  
    whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given  
    into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross;  who  
    now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
    and forever. 

C:  (speak) Amen. 
 
Hymn:  "On My Heart Imprint Thine Image" 
         On my heart imprint Thine image, 
        Blessed Jesus, King of Grace, 
        That life's riches, cares, and pleasures 
        Have no power Thee to efface. 
        This the superscription be: 
        Jesus, crucified for me, 
        Is my life, my hope's Foundation, 
        And my Glory and Salvation. 
 
Sermon 
 
P:  Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (inside back cover of hymnal) 
 
The Office of Tenebrae 
 
Introduction to Service (pastor speaks, then . . . ) 
P:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C:  the light no darkness can extinguish. 
P:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C:  and the day is almost over. 
P:  Let Your Light scatter the darkness, 

C:  and illumine your church. 
 
Hymn:  LSB 436 (vv. 1, 2, 3)  

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

    All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 

    Watch with Him one bitter hour; 



Turn not from His griefs away; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 

    View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

    Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 

Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 

3 Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; 

    There, adoring at His feet, 

Mark that miracle of time, 

    God’s own sacrifice complete. 

“It is finished!” hear Him cry; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
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First Scripture Reading  (Matthew 26:30-56) 
First Candle Extinguished 
 
Hymn:  "Enslaved by Sin and Bound in Chains" (vv. 1, 4, 5) 
        1. Enslaved by sin and bound in chains, 
        Beneath its dreadful tyrant sway, 
        And doomed to everlasting pains, 
        We wretched, guilty captives lay. 
 
        4. Jesus the Sacrifice became 
        To rescue guilty souls from hell; 
        The spotless, bleeding, dying Lamb 
        Beneath avenging Justice fell. 
 
        5. Amazing goodness! Love divine! 
        Oh, may our grateful hearts adore 
        The matchless grace nor yield to sin 
        Nor wear its cruel fetters more! 
 
P:  False witnesses rise up against Me, breathing out violence. 
     (Psalm 27:12) 

C:  Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?  Look around and  

      see.  Is any suffering like my suffering?  (Lamentations 1:12) 
 
Second Scripture Reading  (Matthew 26:57-75) 
Second Candle Extinguished 
 
Hymn:  LSB 439 (vv. 1, 2, 3) 

1 O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 

That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 

Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, 

What dark transgression? 

 

2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 

With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 



They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 

They crucify Thee. 

 

3 Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 

It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 

Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 

This I do merit. 
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Third Scripture Reading  (Matthew 27:1-23) 
Third Candle Extinguished 
 
Hymn:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (vv. 1, 2, 4, 8) 
             1. O sacred Head, now wounded, 
 With grief and shame weighed down, 
 Now scornfully surrounded 
 With thorns, Thine only crown. 
 O sacred Head, what glory, 
 What bliss, till now was Thine! 
 Yet, though despised and gory, 
 I joy to call Thee mine. 
 
 2. Men mock and taunt and jeer Thee, 
 Thou noble countenance, 
 Though mighty worlds shall fear Thee 
 And flee before Thy glance. 
 How art thou pale with anguish, 
 With sore abuse and scorn! 
 How doth Thy visage languish 
 That once was bright as morn! 
 
 4. My burden in Thy Passion, 
 Lord, Thou hast borne for me, 
 For it was my transgression 
 Which brought this woe on thee. 
 I cast me down before Thee, 
 Wrath were my rightful lot; 
 Have mercy, I implore Thee; 
 Redeemer, spurn me not! 
 
 8. What language shall I borrow 
 To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
 For this, Thy dying sorrow, 
 Thy pity without end? 
 Oh, make me thine forever! 
 And should I fainting be, 
 Lord, let me never, never, 
 Outlive my love for Thee. 
 
P:  He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our  
    iniquities;  the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, 

C:  and by His wounds we are healed.  (Isaiah 53:5) 
 
Fourth Scripture Reading  (Matthew 27:24-31) 
Fourth Candle Extinguished 
 



Hymn:  LSB 451 

1 Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 

    See Him dying on the tree! 

’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; 

    Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 

’Tis the long-expected Prophet, 

    David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it: 

    ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

2 Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, 

    Was there ever grief like His? 

Friends through fear His cause disowning, 

    Foes insulting His distress; 

Many hands were raised to wound Him, 

    None would intervene to save; 

But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 

    Was the stroke that justice gave. 

3 Ye who think of sin but lightly 

    Nor suppose the evil great 

Here may view its nature rightly, 

    Here its guilt may estimate. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed, 

    See who bears the awful load; 

’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, 

    Son of Man and Son of God. 

 

4 Here we have a firm foundation, 

    Here the refuge of the lost: 

Christ, the Rock of our salvation, 

    Is the name of which we boast; 

Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 

    Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 

None shall ever be confounded 

    Who on Him their hope have built. 
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Fifth Scripture Reading  (Matthew 27:32-44) 
Fifth Candle Extinguished 
(Bell is tolled.) 
 
Hymn:  "Throned upon the Awe-full Tree" 
        1. Throned upon the awe-full tree, 
        King of grief, I watch with Thee. 
        Darkness veils Thine anguished face; 
        None its lines of woe can trace, 
        None can tell what pangs unknown 
        Hold Thee silent and alone. 
 
        2. Silent through those three dread hours, 
        Wrestling with the evil powers. 



        Left alone with human sin, 
        Gloom around Thee and within, 
        Till the appointed time is nigh, 
        Till the Lamb of God may die. 
 
        3. Hark the cry that peals aloud 
        Upward through the whelming cloud! 
        Thou, the Father's only Son, 
        Thou, His own Anointed One, 
        Thou dost ask Him, Can it be? 
        "Why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 
 
        4. Lord, should fear and anguish roll 
        Darkly o'er my sinful soul, 
        Thou, who once wast thus bereft 
        That Thine own might ne'er be left, 
        Teach me by that bitter cry 
        In the gloom to know Thee nigh. 
 
P:  He poured out His life unto death, and was numbered with the  
    transgressors.  For He bore the sin of many, and made intercession  
    for the transgressors.    (Isaiah 53:12) 

C:  Christ became obedient to death -- even death on a cross.   
    (Philippians 2:8) 
 
Sixth Scripture Reading  (Matthew 27:45-56) 
Sixth Candle Extinguished 
 
Hymn:  “O Darkest Woe!” (vv. 1, 2, 3, 4) 
        1. O darkest woe!  
        Ye tears, forth flow! 
        Has earth so sad a wonder?  
        God the Father's only Son 
        Now is buried yonder. 
         
        2. O sorrow dread! 
        Our God is dead! 
        But by His expiation 
        Of our guilt upon the cross 
        Gained for us salvation. 
         
        3. O sinful man! 
        It was the ban 
        Of death on thee that brought Him 
        Down to suffer for thy sins 
        And such woe hath wrought Him. 
         
        4. Lo, stained with blood, 
        The Lamb of God, 
        The Bridegroom, lies before thee, 
        Pouring out His life that He 
        May to life restore thee. 
         
P:  You have put Me in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths.  I am like  
    a man without strength.  (Psalm 88:6, 4b) 

C:  He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in  

    His death.  (Isaiah 53:9) 



 
Seventh Scripture Reading  (Matthew 27:57-66) 
Seventh Candle Extinguished 
(Loud noise to represent the rolling of the stone in front of the  
  entrance to the tomb.) 
 
P:  Let us pray.  (Pastor leads prayer, which ends, “through Jesus  
                              Christ our Lord.”) 

C:  Amen. 
 
Silent Prayer       

+    +     + 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter are viewed as one service in three parts.  
The Benediction at the end of the service on Easter Sunday concludes all the services of the Three Days.   
There is no postlude after the service tonight.  After your silent prayer please leave the church in silence.  You may put 
your offering in the box at the door of the sanctuary.  The peace of the Lord be with you. 

 

 +    +     + 
 

 
THE HYMNS that were printed in the worship folder this evening are from The Lutheran Hymnal (St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, © 1941).  All of the texts are in the public domain. 


